Unpaid hospital bills: evidence from Florida.
Most of what we know about the population generating uncompensated care is inferred from data on the uninsured population. The use of insurance status as an indicator for potential charity patients is justifiable considering the lack of alternative information. This study directly examines uncompensated hospital care using a unique data set generated from a special survey conducted in Florida. A selection model estimated using these data explains who is likely to default on their bill and what amount will be left unpaid. The results provide a clearer picture of the uncompensated hospital care problem.